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scouting in the mountain 

oused bv alarmin 







morning dawned he discovered 
ee times to steal upon him 










There is also a tradition that a detachment 
were in ambush for several days near 







home on Hill's Creek, for the special object 
ing or killing him, as they had come to 

would be little or no use to raid this region 
was alive or at large- They had taken up the 
that the owner of such a nice house would dress much 





better than anybody else, and would not work wi 
own hands. They saw men at work in reach of their 
guns, but none of them dressed to suit their ideas as 
to how Mr llill would be attired. It so turned out that 
Mr Hill was one of the hands, and it was his workday 

/ m 

<h •ess that beguiled the Indians and prevented his being 
shot at or captured. 

Richard Hill was one of nature's noblemen, who re¬ 
lied more on pure, genuine character than mere 
iicial appearances, and therein lay the secret o 
safety and success. A pure character and a 

appearance make a lovely sight, but a genteel 
and an impure clmracter make a nuisance 
ply unendurable to all except human John 
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ADAM ARBOGAST, 


The Arbogast relationship is i 

degree with the history of our P 



• /8 






POCAHONTAS COUNTY 



j ustly 
nails. 









recognitiou in these short and 

, the original pr< 

and Pocahontas 
have been one of the ori 









is now Highland County, in “ 
ettled there some time previous to 17 
Fort Sevbert on South Branch, about twelve mi 
northeast of Franklin, was the chief place of refuge 
all the pioneers in that section when there was danger 
of being pillaged, slain, or carried into captivity by 
raiding parties of Indians, led for the most part by 
Killbuck. Captain Seybert is reported to have made 
remark, when his fort was taken in 1758, that if 
the Arbogasts had been there he could have held the 
place in spite of the Indians. 

Michael Arbogast had seven sons: Adam, George, 
Henry, John, Michael, David, and Peter,—the two 
named were twins. The sons, excepting John, 
were all very powerful and stalwart in their physique, 
and were often more than two hundred pounds in 
weight. 

Adam Arbogast married Margaret (Peggy) Hull, 
daughter of Adam Hull, near Hevener's Store in what 

ighland County, Ya. They came to the head 
ier, near Travellers Repose, in 

on the place now occupied by Paul McNeel 








and 



eaarer 








min 



built up a home in the 
is family. His sons were 
, and Jacob. The 
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Elizabeth, Mary, Barbara, and 
nine died in vouth. 
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were bo 








another paper was 
Benjamin Arbogast's 
lomon, Henry, Adam, 
distinguished teacher and 
there are some omissions 




sons 
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Margaret, daughter of Benjamin Arbo, 
came Mrs John Yeager, late of Alleghany 
of whose family fuller particulars may be 
the Yeager Sketches. 

Mary (Polly) married Hamilton Stalnaker 
in Randolph. 

Another daughter of Benjamin Arbogast 
Mrs Henry Wade on Back Creek. In rererenee to her 
family the following particulars are in hand: 

Benjamin Wade was a physician and settled in Mis¬ 
souri. 

John Wade was also a physician and lives at Burns¬ 
ville, Braxton County, where Wilson Wade also lives. 

Madora Wade, now Mrs Gawvne Hamilton, lives in 
Braxton. 

Naomi Wade married Joseph Gillespie, 
lives in Braxton. 

Harriet Wade became the second wife 
Cooper, near Green,Bank. 

Delilah Wade became Mrs Joseph 
Green Bank. In reference to her children 
particulars: 

Wooddell lives in Renick's 













wai 


Wooddell, a gallant Confederate 
in in the battle of Winchester. 








H arbor 





killed at the 
was also a C 

















son of Benjamin Arbogast, 
bill by a falling tree, 
is a prosperous farmer in Kansas, 









, of Adam the pioneer, 


mar 



Jane Tall man and lived at Green Bank. Frequent and 

to him and his family appear in other 




papers. 

Jacob Hull Arbogast, of Adam the pioneer, married 
Elizabeth Wiison Bright, of Highlrnd, and settled on 

Branch of the Upper Greenbrier, on the 
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place now in possession of Colonel J. T. McGraw. 
Bis family consisted of four sons aiid three daughters. 
Margaret became Mrs Levi H. Campbell, and lives 

in Elkins. 

Eliza Jane is Mrs Adam Shuey’ and lives at Fisher- 
Augusta County. 

Harriet Elizabeth is now Mrs B. M. Yeager at Mar- 
. B. M. Yeager is a widely known citizen of 
our county as a land agent, railway promoter and man¬ 
ager for the Pocahontas Development Company. 

Paul 
and 
J aco b 






Arbogast married Amanda Bucher, 
on the Greenbrier not far from the homestead 
Arbogast married Otey Riley, and at the 
decease was a merchant at Travellers 




Arbogast lives at Travellers Repore 


Jacob H 






was a man of very 
of untiring energy, and in 




a 








extensive dealer in 
appears in the court recoi 





name 


to some 


o 










most important and warmly 
ever transpired at the 1 
was an ardent supporter of the 

service in the home guards. In 
war, a few days after the repulse 
Rich Mountain, in 1861 he refugeed with 
the East and spent most of the war times in 
County. He carried but little with him, 





He 












lost 

his household effects and live stock along with his 



dwelling. * In 1865 he returned and began 
at the old Greenbrier homestead. But few places in 
West Virginia w r ere more completely desolated than the 
head of Greenbrier by the ravages of war. 

Adam Arbogast, Jr., of Adam, the pioneer, first 
married Rachel Gregg, or Zebulon Gregg, and settled 
near the homestead. There was one son by this mar¬ 
riage, Napoleon Bonaparte.' The second marriage was 
with Sarah McDaniel. In reference to the children of 
the second marriage the following particulars are given: 

Huldah married Paul McNeel Yeager, and live 
Travelers Repose. 

Eliza Arbogast became Mrs Frank McElwee 
lives at Elkins. 

Alice Arbogast married Early Snyder i 

Crab bottom. 

Rrchel became Mrs C. C. Arbogast and liv 
Arbovale. 






is now Mrs Benjamin Flei 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY 







The son 








he 







Arbogast married Hodie Burner 

3, was a Justice of the 
is now studying medicine 






inia. 
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Ad am 









ast, the pioneer, lived to be nearly one 
, e recovered his second si 
no need of eye-glasses. Coining to this 





region early as he did, and having grown up in the 
period of Indian troubles, he had many thrilling ad¬ 
ventures to relate. Upon one occasion his dogs treed 
a panther in an immense hemlock tree for which the 
upper Greenbrier is so celebrated. He called on John 
Yeager, his nearest neighbor, for assistance in captur¬ 
ing the dangerous animal, one of the largest of its kind- 
John Yeager was a famous and fearless climber of 
forest trees. A torch was procured and he began to 
climb, holding it in one hand. When he had located 
the panther, he laid the torch on two limbs, descended 
tree until ne could reach the ride that Mr Arbogast 
had loaded and primed for him. He thereupon re- 

to his torch and by its light shot and killed his 




game 

U 

bear 




occasion the pioneer had arranged for a 
on Burner's Mountain. When reaching 




, he was disappointed in not meetin 

e killed a bear however, 

















3 and there were signs of a c< 

into shelter, and soon a hurricane oe 
morning he sound there was 
ywhere near; the dog was gone, the 






bear fast under fallen timber, 
and he was safe without a scratc 
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for an axe to chop the 
to bring it in. 

What gives these stories their intei 
he told it. Like the Father o 










Adam Arbogast could not and would not 
but the truth as he saw it. 





ROBERT GAY, 

Robert Gay, Esq., the subject of this 
one of the most prominent personalities of his time in 
the affairs of early pioneer days. He was a native of 
Augusta County, and was brought up to manhood on 
the banks of the Calf Pasture River, between Deerfield 
and Goshen. Just before the Revolution he came to 
this region and settled first on Brown's Creek. 

His first wife was Hannah core, daughter of Levi 
Moore, Senior, who homesteaded and settled the place 
near Frost now occupied by the family of the late Sam¬ 
uel Gibson, Esq. 

Afterwards Mr Gay located on the east bank of the 
Greenbrier, about opposite fhe mouth of Stony Cr 
near Marlinton. Subsequently lie built a new 









on the west bank, traces of which are yet visi 
Lumber Yard. The timbers of this house are now 
dwelling occupied by Colonel Levi 
are among the oldest specimens of hewn 

The tradition is that the ok 
M. J. McNeel is the first 
her ever erected in the countv. 
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